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Robert G. Paiva was born in New Haven, Connecticut (USA) on 4 October 1952.  He 
attended the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University in Washington, DC, 
with his junior year spent in Aix-en-Provence, France.  He graduated from 
Georgetown University in 1974 with a BSFS degree cum laude in International 
Relations.  He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa. 
 
After joining the United States Foreign Service in 1975, Mr. Paiva served at postings 
in Honduras (1976-78), Côte d’Ivoire (1978-81) and Geneva (1981-85).  Mr. Paiva 
left government service in 1985 to take up a career with the Geneva-based 
International Organization for Migration (IOM), where he served first as Chef de 
Cabinet (1985-1994) and subsequently as Director of the Department for Planning, 
Research and Evaluation (1994-1997).  From 1997 to 2003 he was IOM’s Permanent 
Observer to the United Nations where, among other things, he was part of the 
working group that produced the “Doyle Report”.  Mr. Paiva is currently Director of 
the External Relations Department at IOM Headquarters in Geneva. 
 
 
Mr. Paiva is married to the former Nouanenith Luangpraseuth; they have two 
daughters. 
 
 


